
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 
May 16, 2021: Ascension Sunday 

Congregational responses are marked in bold. 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting 
 

Opening Prayer                                                                     adapted from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, Year B, volume 1 

Holy One, thank you for your presence among us.  Open our hearts and minds to your grace and leading.  
And open us to the possibility that we are being chosen to be new disciples with new ministries. In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

  

Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” vs. 1, 3, 4      UM Hymnal #154 words: Perronet (1779) and Rippon (1787); music: Holden, 1792 
All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 
 
Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget the wormwood and the gall, 
go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all. 
Go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all. 
 
Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball, 
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. 
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. 

 

New Testament Scripture Reading                                                     Luke 24:44-53 (New Revised Standard Version) 
Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you--that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened 
their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And 
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high." Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 

 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”              UM Hymnal #173: words: Charles Wesley, 1740; music: Werner, 1815 and Havergal, 1861 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only light, 



Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee;  
joyless is the day’s return, till thy mercy’s beams I see; 
till they inward light impart, cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 
 
Visit then this soul of mine; pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, Radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day. 

 

Invitation to Offering                                                                             to give online, visit pleasanthillowingsmills.org  
or mail checks directly to 10911 Reisterstown Road, Owings Mills, MD 10911 

 

Offering Prayer                                                                                                                                                 
 

Doxology #94                                                                                             words: Thomas Ken, 1674; adapted by Gilbert H Vieira, 1978   
music: Geistliche Kirchengesdange, 1623; harmony by Ralph Vaughn Williams, 1906 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Old Testament Scripture Reading                                              Acts 1:15-17; 21-26 (New Revised Standard Version) 
(15-17) In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through 
David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus -- for he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry." 
 
(21-26)  So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us--one of 
these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, 
who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's 
heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship 
from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

Sermon 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 

Thank you for joining us! 
Rev. Stephanie Roberts White, Pastor     Shannon Harmon, Organist/Pianist 

www.pleasanthillowingsmills.org 
 

Pentecost/Confirmation/Graduation Sunday 2021: May 23, 10 AM Outdoor Worship followed by free Panera catered lunch! 
pentecostlunch.eventbrite.com to register for your free lunch.  All are welcome!        

If you have graduate you would like to recognize from 2020 or 2021, please send their information to 
stephanie@pleasanthillowingsmills.org.         


